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WqlLerwheghThe advert for Largo Mlll in
1801 mentions the watenrrheel as of the
"overchot'type, 18ft. (S.48m) dia. x 3 )t ft.
(1.067m) wide. tt drove the machlnery via
a large rlm gear on the ctrcumfercnce of
the wheel. The wheel plt when excavated
in 1983 rcvealed a prdecting rlng on the
dressed ashlar face of the pit betow the
mlll house gabte. This ring was approx.
2filmm wide projectingfromthe wail face
approx.50mm. From extenslve research on
pit constructlon this detall appears to date
to be unlque to Largo Mill. I can only
assume lt was for running some form of
gulde rollerc fixed to thc side of the wheel
in order to maintain full "meshingl of the
rlm & drlve rhaftgears. The watenryheel is
recorded ae generating 14 horce power &
was 6596 efflcient.

Stgam fnrlner The steam engine and lts
house was added at some polnt between
an adveft in 1814 (no merrtion) & an advert
in 1828 (first mention). The engine was
pocslbly manufactured & installed by
Messrc I & C Carmichael, Wald Foundry
Dundee who commenced business in lgl0
manufacturing all types of mlll engines and
flax spinnlng machinery. An old style
"beerrt'engine & Gornlsh boiler ls rccorded
at La?Ep Mill ln 1880.!n t83i the engtne is
recorded ae 6 H.P., by 1838 it had been up
graded to 14 H.P. The engine was
lntroduced due to a prohlem wtth a
constant supply of water to power the mill,
partlcularly in times of drcught The t82B
advert to let the mill emphasises this
problem "lt is driven by water, asslsted by
steam in the dry scason". The use of
"ascisted" tells us that the primary pourer
was urater, thh was a free source of power
& obviously the praferred option, coal had
to be boutht. The wheel & engine could be
independently connectedldisconnected
from the line chaftlng by slipping their
drive helts on/off the drive pulley or drum
on the line shaft to/ftom the adiacent ldler
pulley or drum alongside.
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